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ine of us were sitting on the 
bow of the catamaran, dipping 

into the water with each oncoming 
wave. The sun and sail were high above; 
we peered below to watch a racing pod 
of dolphins, a friendly welcome to the 
British Virgin Islands. As our destination 
neared we rushed into position, each oc-
cupied with a different task, from work-
ing the jib to grabbing the mooring ball. 
It was our job to work together to make 
it to St. Vincent in one piece. Thankful-
ly, when it came to sailing, we had been 
taught well. Being teenagers, most of us 
had never been away from home. Now 
Odyssey Expeditions would teach us to 
dive, sail and learn about wildlife, all in 
just two weeks.

My buddy and I took our strides off 
the boat and descended into schools of 
circling parrotfish. Our eyes grew wide 
as we explored the rolling hills of coral. 
The ocean life was endless — lobsters, 
eels, basket stars, shrimp and other 
creatures. A colossal hawksbill sea tur-
tle munched on a large barrel sponge, 
the biggest wild turtle I had ever seen. 
Moments later, a Giant Pacific Octopus 
sneaked across the ocean floor while a 
flying gurnard soared beneath our fins. 
There was a thrill behind every coral 
head. As the dive came to an end, the 
group assembled on the bow of the boat, 
ready to learn. Every day of our 14-day 
voyage we’d gather to study the crea-
tures and corals that dwell in the area. 

Night was rapidly approaching, and 
my anticipation grew. It would be our 
first night dive — a scary thought for a 
team of inexperienced teens. Luckily, we 
were all in it together; in the blink of an 
eye, we were descending. 

Ocean life at night is vastly different 
than during the day, and I couldn’t get 
enough, from wiggling worms to sleep-
ing fish to dancing bioluminescents. 
At the end all I asked was, “Can we go 
again?” — CC

ustin had been dreaming about 
scuba since he was 6, when he 

created a tank from a plastic soda bottle 
and used straws for hoses. At that mo-
ment, I knew we needed to get him to a 
Kids Sea Camp as soon as possible.

Two years ago, during Kids Sea Camp 
Bonaire at Buddy Dive Resort, 8-year-old 
Austin was the first one up in the morn-
ing and the last one out of the pool at 
night. In between, he learned the basics 
of scuba in the PADI Seal Team program, 
which trains kids 8 and older in a pool. 
After the program ended each day, we 
would grab snorkel gear and giant-stride 
into the calm, clear waters. Together, we 
would point and grunt at more parrot-, 
angel- and butterflyfish than we could 
count. Later, he’d join friends doing can-
nonballs off the dock.

Austin is 10 now, and we’re returning 
to Bonaire this summer for his PADI Jr. 
Open Water Diver certification. Revisit-

ing this tiny Dutch island in the south-
ern Caribbean is like returning to the old 
neighborhood — comfortable in a way 
you just can’t explain. This PADI Five-
Star Gold Palm Resort is family owned 
and run, and welcomes our families back 
each year with genuine warmth. 

Typical KSC Bonaire activities in-
clude a visit to the Donkey Sanctu-
ary, home to hundreds of donkeys, and 
Blokart landsailing — imagine an en-
gineless go-cart with a sail that powers 
you around a dirt track at speeds you 
control. Simple pleasures and perfect 
surface intervals for families.

None of those pleasures is greater for 
Austin than spending time with artist 
Rogest, who will be hosting two weeks 
in Bonaire this summer. After a few ses-
sions, every kid brings home marine-art 
masterpieces with related conservation 
messages.  

At dinner, kids have their own table, 

and no one tells Austin he can’t have 
cheeseburgers and French fries every 
day — that alone makes his trip. With his 
new friend, Josh, he takes off after din-
ner to hunt down hermit crabs and race 
them on the beach. By 9 p.m. he’s fad-
ing fast; it’s all he can do to get his teeth 
brushed before his eyes close. When we 
tuck him in each night and hear him 
whisper that this was the best day of his 
life, I know that we will be back. — CP
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Quick Guide odyssey expedi tions tropical marine biology voyage  PADI 
Five-Star Resort • Boats: Five 46-foot sailing catamarans, 12 divers each • Nitrox 
training • Gear, computer and camera rental • Guided tours • Airports: Tortola and 
St. Lucia • Instruction to PADI Divemaster • Other amenities: Summer educational 
adventure programs for teenagers in the British Virgin Islands and St. Lucia featur-
ing marine-biology education programs with college credit, scuba and sailing train-
ing on 14- to 28-day live-aboard voyages • odysseyexpeditions.com
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Best Day Ever
KIDS SEA CAMP, BONAIRE
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Quick Guide buddy dive resort  PADI Five-Star Instructor Development Dive 
Resort • Boats: Harbor Lady and Sport Diver, 24 divers each; Red Tide, 14 divers; 
Bayena, 12 divers; Dive Buddy, 36 divers; High Flight, 6 divers • Nitrox, Trimix and 
rebreather support • Gear, computer and camera rental, with photo shop on site • 
Onsite gear storage • Guided tours • Max dive time 1 hour bottom on boat, no limit 
shore diving • PADI instruction to Instructor level • Airport: Bonaire International 
10 minute drive • buddydive.com
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